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For immediate release  
Community purchases much-loved 
woodland 

  
Cambusbarron Community Development Trust has 
purchased 64 hectares of Polmaise Wood.  This will allow 
the community to have an active role in protecting, 
managing and developing the Hill. 
  
On behalf of the local community, Cambusbarron Community 
Development Trust (CCDT) has purchased a large area of woodland on 
the Gillies Hill from Drygrange Estates Company Limited.  Following a 
negotiation period which started in 2013, we have purchased 64 
hectares on the north-east side of the hill including the ruins of Polmaise 
Castle, the curling ponds, the walled garden and the Dark Wids. It does 
not include the area affected by the quarrying planning application or the 
community woodland which is owned by Stirling Council. 
 
With funding from the Scottish Land Fund, Cambusbarron Community 
Fund together with a substantial donation from FES Ltd and our 
Crowdfunding campaign we have purchased this fantastic environmental 
resource for future generations. We are very grateful to everyone who 
has given their money, time and support and we now look forward to 
protecting and managing the woodland. We would welcome people with 
relevant skills or an interest in being involved from the community and 
beyond to step forward to support the entirely volunteer led project.  
 
To date activities on the hill have included obtaining funds to make the 
woods more accessible and major work by volunteers removing the non-
native invasive rhododendron ponticum and improving pathways. The 
trust has held regular events, Easter Egg Hunts at Polmaise Castle 
ruins, an introduction to Geocaching and walks focusing on the range of 
wildlife which live on the hill, such as Palmate Newts and Red Squirrels 
to introduce villagers old and new to the beauty of the Gillies Hill woods.  



 
Quote on behalf of CCDT Ann Finlayson. “This has taken a long time but 
we are delighted to make this announcement to the community that the 
future of Gillies Hill is secure.” 
 
Quote on behalf of the community council and the residents of 
Cambusbarron I am delighted to congratulate CCDT and their 
supporters on the acquisition of 64 hectares of Gillies Hill as a 
community resource. The process was a long and, at times difficult, but 
their perseverance has brought an amazing result. We can all look 
forward to many more generations enjoying the Hill and walking in the 
steps of those in the past.  It will be a privilege to work with CCDT 
towards creating an environment for all: Cambusbarron is lucky to have 
this resource. 
Marion  MacAllister chair Cambusbarron Community Council 
 
We will be celebrating the purchase on 31/8/19 with an afternoon tea in 
the Community Centre from 14.00 until 16.00 to which all are welcome 
to attend to find out more about this exciting new development for the 
community and share any ideas they may have. 
 
The CCDT welcomes enquiries from anyone interested in becoming 
involved in any way with the project – enquiries can be made by 
emailing admin@ccdt.org.uk. 
 
 
  
Ends 
  
Photos:  
 
1.    CCDT Logo 
2.    Bruce Crawford and volunteers  
People in photo (L to R) 
Richard Norman (CCDT Chair), Bruce Crawford (MSP), Jane Bain (CCDT and 
Cambusbarron Village Nursery), Marion MacAllister (CCC), Melisa Nelson (CCDT 
and CCC), Ann Finlayson (CCDT and CCC), Emma King (CCDT),  Douglas 
Campbell (CCC) 
CCC- Cambusbarron Community Council 
CCDT – Cambusbarron Community Development Trust 
3.    The monster Scots Pine after clearance photo credit Rob Trevis-Smith. 
4.     Gillies Hill walk 
  
 
Notes to Editors 

 Formed in June 2010, the CCDT is now a Scottish Charitable 
incorporated Organisation (SCIO), promoting and responding to the 
needs and interests of the Cambusbarron community for the benefit 



of all residents. Its potential role is wide and includes provision of 
social and community facilities, environmental improvements, 
preservation of local heritage and ownership and management of 
land or buildings for community benefit. 

 The purchase has been negotiated with Drygrange Estate’s agents, 
Bidwells property consultancy. 

  
  
 Contact 
  
Please direct all media enquiries to Cambusbarron Community 
Development Trust 
Email: admin@ccdt.org.uk  Website: www.ccdt.org.uk  
 


