
Hug a Redwood

Gillies Hill Community Woodland
Stage: First/Second level

Pencil and paper

String

Tape measure or meter stick

EQUIPMENT

CURRICULUM EXPERIENCE: 
I can share ideas with others to develop ways of estimating the answer to a calculation or

problem, work out the actual answer, then check my solution by comparing it with the

estimate MNU 1-01a

ACTIVITY
1. Use the map to locate one of the Giant Sequoias. 

2. Look at the tree and estimate how many children it would take to reach around the whole

trunk with their arms outstretched.

3. Test out the estimates with classmates.

Discussion point > What factors affect the estimate e.g. age/height of children, the height at

which you hug the tree? Definitions of circumference, diameter and radius.

4. Record an estimate of diameter of the trunk is in meters

Discussion point > How will you measure the diameter even though it is not a straight line?

How could string be useful?

5. Wrap the string around the tree trunk and measure the length needed. This is the

circumference.

How much bigger is the circumference of the redwood compared to the

circumference of a spruce in the dark woods? 

What is the average circumference of the spruces in the dark woods?

What is 

EXTENSION

Date

Subject: Mathematics Resources for teachers


