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Resources for teachers Subject: Art & Design Stage: First/Second level

Date

Picture This

Polmaise Castle

CURRICULUM EXPERIENCE:
| can create and present work that shows developing skill in using the visual elements and
concepts. EXA 2-03a

BACKGROUND

Polmaise castle was built in 1863 for Colonel John Murray. The building was a stylish
mansion house including crow-stepped gables® and pepper-pot turrets*. The castle was a
prominent landmark on the hillside overlooking Stirling set amongst beautiful grounds. King

Edward VIl was once entertained at Polmaise castle. The building was demolished in 1966
long after the death of the Colonel’s only son and heir who died in the Great War.

Remnants of the mansion house can still be spotted amongst the rubble for example the
main entrance date stone.

*Show images of the architectural features

EQUIPMENT

e Pencil and paper
e Clipboard
¢ (optional) Watercolours, pastels or coloured pencils

ACTIVITY

1.Use the map to locate the ruins of Polmaise castle

2.Take a walk around the ruins, discover the remains of the water features, stone work and gardens
3.Close your eyes and imagine a time when the castle was still standing

4.Sketch your vision of the castle using your imagination and elements of the landscape as you see
it now

5.The sketch could be added to back indoors with different art materials

EXTENSION

* Research images of Polmaise castle, compare and contrast your imagined works with
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the photographs.




