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Spring Update

From beautiful bluebells to vibrant scarlet elf cups, wood sorrel to
potato crops there’s plenty new life and colour popping through in
Gillies Hill Community Woodland this season.

Our Woodland continues to be used by various groups and educational settings from
nursery up to high school age to support outdoor education, conservation work and the John Muir
Award. Special thanks for sixteen amazing bird boxes crafted and installed by the 7t Stirling Scout
group, some in the residential boundary area and others within the Lily Pond

area. Our Woodland Education Group continue to plan some exciting events
to encourage all ages to come our woods to learn more.

Gardens update

It's great to see the bursts of flower and colour in both the Castle Gardens and the
Walled Garden. Plants and seeds have been bought for both areas and thank you to
those that have donated from the community too. ™

This is the first year of community growing within the
Walled Garden with quite a list already planted — potatoes,
pumpkins, strawberries to name a few and plans for

i further developing the community orchard of fruit trees
too. Lots of planting still to do at upcoming volunteer sessions so all
welcome regardless of any previous gardening experience!

Tree Safety Work

The first draft of our Tree Safety Plan which outlines the framework which the Trust
will implement as part of the ongoing management of the woodland is now available
to view on our website. https://ccdt.org.uk/tree-safety-plan/

The next step is to commission an external specialist to assess and make
recommendations for action to CCDT. This would be a qualified
arborist as a minimum or more normally a professional arboricultural or forestry
consultant suitable experienced qualified and insured to carry this out. Any
recommendations will then be fed back to the Woodland Management Group to
consider and decide actions including reference to Trustee Board and wider
consultations with the community. The Tree Safety Plan is currently as a draft as
our intention is for it to be audited/reviewed by an independent tree safety
consultant to reflect current best practice legislation and guidance.



https://ccdt.org.uk/tree-safety-plan/

Tree Planting

Across two volunteer planting days over 400 trees have been planted in the residential boundary and
nearby areas. ThIS is the first significant replanting project that has been carried out in the community
woodland in over 50 years. The trees chosen include oak, holly, dogrose, rowan,
hazel and hawthorn. We’ll look forward to seeing the beautiful blossoms and
bright berries as these trees grow.

Planning the SPHN restocking is underway, the area affected has been mapped
LEMELESs  out, visual and soil surveys carried out and our next step is to take professional
advice on planting options in line with our Woodland Management Plan.

We’ll be announcing some community consultation sessions to share the advice
and options for how we prioritise and replant this area. Our aim is that some
compartments will be replanting this autumn/winter. Within our 2023/24 budget
we’ve ensured to ringfence £27,500 revenue from the larch felled for replanting
this area. The full CCDT budget is available on the website to view.

How can you get more involved?

If you want to get more involved in any of our projects or have an idea yourself to lead on, then please
do chat to one of our Trustees or email us woodland@ccdt.org.uk We are keen to welcome more of
our members to join the planning subgroups as well as to recruit new Trustees for the future too.

Why not drop in to one of our next volunteer days?

Sat 27t May 10am — 12noon Volunteer Day Meet at Walled Garden
Sat 10" June 10am — 12noon Volunteer Day Meet at Walled Garden
Sun 25" June 2pm — 4pm Volunteer Day Meet at Walled Garden

Everyone is welcome and whatever your interests or abilities there will be something going on to suit.
All our work is currently volunteer led but it's amazing to see the changes and achievements that a
relatively small group can make for the benefit of the woodland, all that live within it and all that are
lucky enough to pass through and enjoy it too!

If you have any questions, at any time, please do email us or speak to a Trustee. By scanning this QR
Code it will take you to our website where you can contact us, see upcoming events, find out more
information or donate to the ongoing work at Gillies Hill Community Woodland.

Meeting Date:
2023 AGM — Tuesday 22" August 2023 at Cambusbarron Community Centre
Community Consultation event dates will also be announced in the coming months.
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